
March, 2010 
 
Dear Representative, 
 
 I am writing you as a voter and member of your district about a non-controversial 
bill that protects Free Speech, and that will help to limit frivolous lawsuits.   
 
 Rep. Steve Cohen of Tennessee introduced H.R. 4364, the Citizen 
Participation Act of 2009.  This proposed law will create new protections for 
individuals targeted by strategic lawsuits against public participation, or “SLAPP” suits.  
These are frivolous lawsuits filed against fellow Americans for their lawful exercise of 
their First Amendment rights.  They are not filed because of any true injury felt by the 
plaintiff, but rather to intimidate critics, journalists, and citizens into silence – in short, 
SLAPP suits cut against the very grain of the paper upon which the Constitution is 
written. 
 
 This bill will serve two purposes.  First, it will protect free speech.  By 
guaranteeing our First Amendment right to speak freely, the Citizen Participation Act will 
allow individuals to exercise all of their personal liberties without fear of being a 
defendant in a frivolous lawsuit.  It provides protections for valid defamation claims, but 
will punish those who abuse the legal system to try and stifle citizens’ legitimate 
exercise of their First Amendment rights.   
 
 Second, while both sides of the aisle see the benefits of tort reform, it seems that 
it is difficult to build consensus on that issue.  This is a tort reform bill that all Americans 
will likely support.  Frivolous SLAPP suits burden the courts, burden ordinary 
Americans, and create a burden on entrepreneurs in every state.  This bill will ensure 
that if a plaintiff brings a defamation suit, he must do so in good faith or he must pay the 
defendant’s attorney’s fees.   
 
 This bill deserves strong bipartisan support.  It should be uncontroversial, as the 
only parties who could possibly oppose it are those who file frivolous and unfounded 
lawsuits that do serious harm to the First Amendment.   
 
  
 
 
Sincerely, your constituent, 
 
 
 
 
______________________ 


